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From the Head's Study 

I must start by paying tribute to 

Tony Millard for the sterling service 

he has given over many years as 

Chairman of TAL. It is through the 

devotion of volunteers such as 

Tony that charitable organisations 

are able to function, and I thank 

him on behalf of the School for his 

work and commitment over so 

many years. I look forward to 

working with James Strong as the School and TAL go forward. 

On a separate note, we were very saddened to hear of the 

sudden death of Peter Smith, who had given so much of his 

time and effort to the Old Tiffinians’ Rugby. He will be sadly 

missed, and our condolences go to his family. 

Back at school we are now well into the Autumn Term, having 

returned earlier this year following an adjustment of our term 

dates. It is great to see the new Year 7s settle in as well as the 

Sixth Formers, where approximately 40% are new to Tiffin.  

The Sixth Form returned to the brand new Sixth Form Centre, 

which we completed over the summer months.  

 

 

This followed on from the completion of the new building, 

which was officially opened by Sir Edward Davey in July. The 

School site has certainly been transformed in the last two years 

and all those driving past the School would have also seen the 

new London Road wall and pupil entrance; it is a far cry from 

the rotten wooden fence and dilapidated old dining hall 

behind! We are currently planning for a substantial extension 

to the Sports Centre which will give the School new changing 

facilities as well as new fitness, weights and conditioning 

rooms. Construction will start in the spring and alongside the 

government grant that we have obtained, we will be aiming to 

raise funds to help with the project. It will certainly transform 

the sports offer at the School. 

There are a number of other changes this year;  in particular our 

move to individual student Chromebook devices for all boys in 

Years 7-10, and our move towards a mixed Sixth Form from 

September 2019. It promises to be an exciting period of 

development for the School. 

During the Summer Term, the Government announced the 

Selective Schools Expansion Fund. You may recall that Tiffin had 

some possible proposals, which necessitated a consultation 

within the very tight timescale for applications. We thank those 

who showed an interest in and responded to that consultation. 

There were particularly complex issues involved in developing 

these proposals, and after fully evaluating these, the Governors 

decided not to submit an application to the Expansion Fund. 

On the academic front, once again I am delighted to report that 

our results were excellent in the summer. In the new GCSE 

exams our boys achieved just over 80% of grades at 9-7, the 

equivalent of the old A*/A.  At A Level we achieved over 85% of 

grades at A*-B. Both these sets of results are in line with the 

excellent results last year, which is all the more remarkable 

considering the very significant changes there have been to 

GCSEs and A Levels over the past 2-3 years. 

On the co-curricular side, it's great that the Rugby season is now 

well underway, with the U13 side being the standout team so 

far, having won their first six matches. On the performing arts 

side, the Choir have been singing at the Barbican, where they 

were being conducted by Sir Simon Rattle, another incredible 

opportunity for our boys. You can read my regular newsletters 

on the School website (via this link) if you wish to see the many 

and varied opportunities the boys have at School.  

I'm very much looking forward to the School hosting the annual 

TAL Dinner in our new building and I hope to see as many of you 

as possible on Friday 9th November. 

Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher 

 

 

http://tiffinschool.co.uk/life/headsnews.html
https://www.facebook.com/tiffinfriends/
https://twitter.com/TiffinFriends


TAL Chairman's Letter 

As I write my last Chairman’s Letter 

for Tiffnews, there can be no other 

way to start but with the extremely 

sad news of the death of Peter 

Smith. A Life Vice-President of the 

Association, past Chairman of the 

OTA (1971), former Director of the 

Sports Ground Company and I think 

I can only say ‘icon’ of the Rugby 

Club. It was probably very early in 

the 70’s when I first met Peter, when I started playing rugby for 

the Old Boys’ while still at school. I think Peter had already 

stopped playing by then, but was already a focal point of for 

anything social, be it tours, socials, dinners, rugby ladies’ nights 

or OTA business. “Clipboard Pete”. He just made events 

happen. It was a shock to all of us, particularly as only a few 

weeks before a number of us were with him at the Association 

Social Lunch. There he had been on very good form, recounting 

details of his trip ‘down under’ earlier in the year.  He is 

irreplaceable and will be sorely missed. Our thoughts are with 

his children, Jo and David and the rest of his family. 

His funeral will have taken place before this letter is published 

and I’m sure the Tiffinian turnout was enormous. 

Unfortunately, I was unable to attend as I was on holiday 

somewhere in the North Sea on the day. However, we certainly 

raised a glass to remember and celebrate the life of this 

irreplaceable Tiffinian. 

As I step down in November as Chairman of the Tiffinian 

Association and as a Trustee, I recall that it has been some 46 

years since I sat on my very first OTA committee as the School 

Representative for the Old Boys’ Cricket Club. Although so 

many things have happened over the intervening years, 

probably the one thing I’ll never forget is when I was first 

elected as Chairman of the OTA at the age of 30. 

A lot has changed over this time – the School has had 5 Head 

Teachers, has significantly grown in size and many of the old 

“temporary” buildings such as the old canteen, rifle 

range, classrooms in the playground and gym square and the 

old gym itself are now all gone and replaced by new, modern, 

student-friendly classrooms. The most recent being the new 

dining facility bock, including state-of-the-art canteen facilities, 

new classrooms and the completion of the 6th Form Centre.  

Academic results have continued to go from strength to 

strength. Attending this year’s Leavers Celebration evening, I 

was pleased to hear about the 2018 Leavers’ incredible results. 

In a year where the exams were due to be harder. Full details 

can be found elsewhere but briefly, the School achieved an 

85.67% A* - B pass rate at A level with 22 pupils achieving at 

least 3 A* grades and 18 boys going on to Oxbridge. The GCSE 

results were equally outstanding with over 80% of grades 9-7.  

  

The Tiffin Alumni Dinner on the 9th November will be held in the 

New Dining Facility, so you will be able to see and experience 

this new building for yourselves. Don’t worry - the boys’ 

table/seat units will be replaced for the evening with traditional 

white tablecloth seating, and the excellent  menu won’t be 

unfairly apportioned by a senior boy sat at the table (I’m sure a 

lot of you will recall that!) So please put the Dinner in your diary 

and re-visit the School. We are expecting a high demand, so do 

get your orders in. Details on how to apply are covered 

elsewhere in this edition. 

From the Old Boy perspective, probably the biggest change I’ve 

seen is the cultural one. When I was first playing rugby and 

cricket, Grists was the focal point of our social life. The bar was 

open nearly seven days a week with meetings, training, 

sporting fixtures and very regular socials. With around 5 rugby, 

7 soccer and 5 cricket sides (if you count Saturday and Sunday 

XIs), the place was always full, and as a result it was easy to get 

volunteers because you just did your bit, following from those 

already there. 

Times/society has obviously changed a lot. The Dean Pavilion is 

no longer the focus of people’s lives. People not only have busy 

lives, but not that many alumni now live in the local area. The 

majority of those that want to play sport just want to do that. 

So, what appeared a number of years ago to be a never ending 

supply of volunteer help has, with a few noticeable exceptions, 

dried up. The Association, in whatever form it develops over the 

years to come, still needs Tiffinians to come forward to help 

maintain the organisation that many of us hold very dear. I have 

repeatedly asked for volunteers but these have been extremely 

hard to find. I hope that with a new, much younger Chairman in 

place from November, James Strong (2003), that he might be 

able to attract new blood once the ‘old dinosaur’ has stood 

down.  I very much hope so. 

In signing off I would like to say a big thank you to all those who 

have supported me over the years, and in particular to my wife 

Norma who has always supported me through the highs and 

lows, and put up with my endless meetings and the time spent 

working on OTA/TAL matters. I hope that my efforts have in 

some way helped the continuance of Tiffinian sport at Grists 

and provided a mechanism (which can be so important and 

beneficial) to enable Tiffinians to remain in touch with each 

other, the Association and the School. 

 Tony Millard, TAL Chairman 

1968 Molesey Floods 

50 years ago on the 16th September 1968 floods hit Molesey. I 

recall travelling on the 131 Bus along the Walton Road and 

seeing the fishmonger sweeping water out of his shop. By early 

afternoon, those of us living in Molesey and Walton were sent 

home from Tiffin School and the buses were no longer able to 



go through the centre of Molesey. My wife, Norma, as part of 

the work she does for the Molesey History Society has been 

collecting lots of pictures and memories for an exhibition to 

take place at Imber Court on 23rd November at 19.30 where 

they will be exhibiting more photos of Grists. 

Tony Millard 

 

 

 

 

              

The 107th Tiffin Alumni Dinner 
will take place in the New Dining Facilities  
at Tiffin School on Friday 9 November 2018 

 

 
 

The Dinner is for alumni and Tiffin friends from all years but 
we are encouraging the 2008 leavers to attend to celebrate 
their 10-year reunion and also the 2006 and 2007 leavers to 
celebrate theirs, as they were unable to do this on the 
school site during the last couple of years due to the 
building works. 
 
Drinks reception from 6.15pm; Dinner at 7.30pm in the new 
School Dining Hall 
 
Tickets: £40, to include dinner and wine on the table 

Dress: Black tie, Tiffin blazer or lounge suit 

Wives and partners welcome 

Click here for the current list of attendees 

Menu: 
Panko prawns & spring rolls with chilli dip 

Beef Wellington, roast potatoes & seasonal vegetables  
Apple and blackberry crumble and cream 

Selection of cheeses 
Coffee 

 
Tickets may be purchased: 

1) Online via the Events page of the TiffinFriends website by 

clicking the following link:   

http://www.tiffinfriends.org/events/list 

2) By sending a cheque for 'The Tiffinian Association' to The 

Tiffinian Association, c/o Tiffin School, Queen Elizabeth 

Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6RL  

3) Directly by paying into the Tiffinian Association’s bank 

account (number 71886533; sort code 40-26-12) quoting 

your name as the payment reference and emailing us at 

TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk  to advise us that you have paid 

directly. 

At the time of booking, please advise us of any dietary 

requirements and any seating preferences. 

 

http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/Attendees%20at%20Event%20(1)
mailto:TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk


 

 
Tiffinian Association 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
 

Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the 
Tiffinian Association Limited which will be held 18:00 on 
Friday 9 November 2018 at Tiffin School, Queen Elizabeth 
Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6RL to transact the 
following business: 
1) Welcome to Members 
2) Apologies for Absence 
3) Chairman's Report 
4) Financial Report 
5) Appointment of Auditors 
6) Elections to the Board of Directors 
 

The following Director retires after many years of service to 
the Tiffin Community:  
Tony Millard 
 

In accordance with the articles of association, the following 
Directors retire by rotation and offer themselves for re-
election:  
Phil Phillips, Kieron Garlic 
 

..ooo0ooo... 
 

At the conclusion of the formal meeting, the Chairman will 
open the meeting to the members present for a general 
discussion on the affairs of the Association. 
 

...ooo0ooo... 
 
The current Board of Trustees is as follows: 
Toby Brown  
Mark Darby 
Kieron Garlic   
Stuart Lester   
Oliver Mackie                          
James McNicholas 
Tony Millard – Chairman         
Peter Osborne – Treasurer 
Phil Phillips                   
James Strong – Secretary 
 

TAL Manager: Alex Swift 
 

If you would like to attend this year’s Tiffinian Association 
AGM, please email your name to TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk  

 
 

Excellent GCSE grades 

Overall these have been extremely pleasing, especially 

considering the new GCSEs: 

 Counting the new 7 and above as equivalent to grade 
A/A*, Tiffin achieved 80.11% 9-7, rating it with other 
top comparable schools. 
 

 57.15% boys achieved 9-8, equivalent to A* grades. 
 

 23 boys achieved the amazing feat of gaining at least 7 
grade 9s. 

 

To view the 2018 GCSE results, click here: 

http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/life/exams/TIFFIN%20SC

HOOL%20GCSE%20RESULTS%202018.pdf 

Excellent A Level Results 

Once again, our students have achieved outstanding A Level 

results.  With 85.67% of grades at A*-B this has been another 

excellent year, particularly in the light of all the A Level changes. 

We congratulate all the boys and wish them all the best for the 

next phase of their lives. 

To view the 2018 A level results, click here:  

http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/life/exams/TIFFIN%20SC

HOOL%20GCE%20RESULTS%202018.pdf 

The high achievement of our students, among other things, 

allows them to progress to the courses and universities of their 

choice, and once again we have very high numbers of students 

achieving places at Russell Group universities, and this year 18 

boys will be going on to Oxbridge colleges. 

To view the 2018 university destinations, click here 

http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/sixthform/Tiffin%20Univ

ersity%20Destinations%202018.pdf 

To view the 2018 university courses, click here 

http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/sixthform/Tiffin%20Univ

ersity%20Courses%202018.pdf 

 

Thames Hare & Hounds 
Alumni Cross Country Race, 2018 

 

 
  

For more than sixty years, Thames Hare and Hounds, the 
oldest adult cross-country running club in the world, has 
organised an annual cross-country running race on 
Wimbledon Common for teams of school alumni.  
  
This year’s race will take place at 2.30pm on Saturday 15 
December 2018, staring at the Thames Headquarters – in the 
south corner of the playing fields to the east of the Robin 
Hood roundabout on the A3. The course is a classic course 
of five miles with varied terrain. In recent years it’s become 
increasingly popular and they currently have about 150 
entrants from 20-30 schools. Thames charge a fee of £5 per 
entrant. 
  
OT Sean Renfer (2006) is co-ordinating the Tiffin entry for 
the third time. If you are interested in taking part, please 

email Sean at seanrenfer@aol.co.uk  
 

mailto:TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/life/exams/TIFFIN%20SCHOOL%20GCSE%20RESULTS%202018.pdf
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/life/exams/TIFFIN%20SCHOOL%20GCSE%20RESULTS%202018.pdf
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/sixthform/Tiffin%20University%20Destinations%202018.pdf
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/sixthform/Tiffin%20University%20Destinations%202018.pdf
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/sixthform/Tiffin%20University%20Courses%202018.pdf
http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/sixthform/Tiffin%20University%20Courses%202018.pdf
mailto:seanrenfer@aol.co.uk


 Old Tiffinian Social Lunch 

Our ninety-fifth lunch was held at our usual venue on Thursday, 

12 July viz., the Ristorante Sorrento, 379 Ewell Rd., Tolworth, 

Surrey - meeting at 12.30, for lunch at 1pm, departure about 

3pm. 

The fourteen present were: Dennis Clarke, Jack Foster, David 

French, Willy Harper, David Ingall, Greer Kirkwood, Tony 

Lawler, Tony Millard, Gordon Mylchreest, Bob Neville, Roy 

Rathbone, Peter Smith, Richard West, John Wright 

 

 

Thanks to Willie Harper (1967) for the photos, which included 

one of the late Peter Smith (above left, who will be much missed 

at future occasions). 

The numbers are keeping up with the help of a few new 
attendees.  This time Tony Lawler & Richard West were 
encouraged to come along at recent functions.  An enjoyable 
time was held by all especially the two mentioned. 
 
Apologies were given from several stalwarts wishing us well on 
the day. 
 
Finally the draws for the OTA 100 Club took place.  The Big prize 
was won by Patti Scanlon (wife of Barry) who has subsequently 
passed over £50 to help the wine at our next meeting.   
 

Future Thursday dates are: 

Christmas: 13 December 2018 

Spring: 4 April 2019 

All are welcome and, if you wish to attend and bring guests, 

please let me know on 01483-850705 or email:  

greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com 

Greer Kirkwood 

 

OTA 100 Club 

Since the last report, draws have taken place as follows: 

                                Previous win 

May 2018 £50 Chris Shires    2012        

June 2018 £50 Outstanding    

June 2018 £1,000 Patti Scanlon   

July 2018 £50 Bev Woodger    1994 

The draws were held at the recent Old Tiffinian Social Lunch. 

Apologies for missing one of the draws.  It will be dealt with at 

the October social lunch.  Luck runs in the family with Patti 

Scanlon following her husband in winning the big one and 

subsequently contributing £50 to the wine bill at the lunch 

mentioned above 

Congratulations to them and thanking all members for their 

support.   

 

100 Club Membership 
 
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the 
Association’s income so please consider becoming a 
member.  The cost is £60 per annum or £5 per month by 
standing order.  The prizes are £50 each month, plus half-
yearly major prizes of £1,000.   
The entrance form can be obtained via: 
http://goo.gl/5DU3YP and further information can be 
obtained from Greer Kirkwood at 28 Railton Road, Guildford, 
Surrey GU2 9LX or 01483 850705 or   
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com 
 

 

Greer Kirkwood (1961) 

People 

Richard Harvey [1972] 

Old Tiffinian, Richard Harvey, has 

released a new collection of piano 

minatures which he has composed 

under the title ‘Scénarios‘. The pieces 

are drawn from notebooks dating 

back to Richard’s student days, they 

are innocent and childlike in places 

but dark and sensuous in others. 

 

Aidan Lang [1984] 

 Welsh National Opera has announced the appointment of 
Aidan Lang as the new General Director. Aidan is currently 
General Director of Seattle Opera, a role he has occupied since 
2014. He will take up his new position in July 2019.  

mailto:greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
http://goo.gl/5DU3YP
mailto:greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com


Aidan Lang has said “It will be a wrench 
to leave Seattle Opera, as the company 
is known around the world for its 
enthusiastic and generous opera 
community, and the warm and 
welcoming atmosphere it creates for its 
artists. But Welsh National Opera is 
where my career in opera really began, 
and I have always considered it to be my 
artistic home. It was during my time 

there in the 1980s that I came to understand the potential for 
opera to change the way that people view the society they live 
in, and that insight has been at the core of all my work ever 
since. It is an incredible honour to be appointed as WNO’s next 
General Director, and I am hugely looking forward to working 
with Tomáš, the staff, Board, Chorus, Orchestra and the various 
technical crews who together make up this extraordinary 
company.” 

Prof Murray Lark [1984] 

Professor Murray Lark, Chair in 

Environmetrics at the University of 

Nottingham, has been awarded the 

Richard Webster Medal 2014 of the 

International Union of Soil Sciences 

(IUSS) at the 21st World Congress of 

Soil Science. This medal recognises 

the person who has most advanced 

pedometrics (the application of mathematical and statistical 

methods for the study of the distribution and genesis of soils) 

over the last four years. 

Will Varley (2005) 

The young folk-singer, and co-

founder of the arts collective 

Smugglers Records is touring the 

UK this autumn, culminating with 

a concert at the Round Chapel, 

Hackney, London on 3 November 

2018. Audience interaction, 

surreal improvised comedy 

between songs and chaotic 

stunts such as playing two songs 

at the same time are often 

included in his shows. He may 

also deliver a melancholic and heartbreaking ballad, a fiery 

protest song, a shaggy dog story or an amusing talking blues. 

Roderick Williams & Stephen Westrop [1969] 

Roderick, Director of Choral Music at Tiffin School between 

1988 and 1991 and now a world-renowned baritone took time 

out from rehearsing the upcoming production of Benjamin 

Britten’s War Requiem at the English National Opera to work 

with some of the brightest singing talents at Tiffin, having been 

invited by the Friends of Tiffin Music. 

Roderick with Mathew O’Malley (Head of Music) and a student 

He worked with four singers from the current Tiffin Boys’ Choir, 

skilfully sharing with them and the audience some of his vast 

knowledge of singing and performing. He finished the evening 

by performing some of Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro and a piece 

by Vaughan Williams and was expertly accompanied by Old 

Tiffinian Stephen Westrop (1969), the Director of Music at All 

Saint’s Church, Kingston. 

Events for your diary  
9 November 2018 Tiffin Alumni Dinner 

13 December 2018 OT Christmas Social Lunch 

15 December 2018 Thames Hare & Hounds Cross Country Race 

19 December 2018 Tiffin School Evening Carol Service 

4 April 2019 OT Spring Social Lunch 

The 105th OT Skiff Race                        

 

The crews raced in sunny and calm conditions on the morning 

of Sunday 30 Sept 2018. The spectator boat followed as usual 

and Hobs Hobson was umpire and timekeeper. The winners 

were Ashley Tilling (1974) and Peter Lawson (1974) in a time of 

24 mins 29 seconds who are holding the handled cup in the 

photo above.  

We will be attempting to increase participation in 2018 and any 

Old Tiffinians interested please contact me David Gattey at 

dsgattey@btinternet.com and I will add you to the mailing list. 

All standards are welcome and instruction/practice can be 

arranged with me at Ditton Skiff & Punting Club. I would like to 

thank DSPC for their ongoing hospitality and for the free use of 

their excellent boats and facilities. 

David Gattey (1971) 

mailto:dsgattey@btinternet.com


Tiffinian Sport 

Old Tiffinian Rugby Club  

The first four weeks of the season have been an up and down 

affair for Old Tiffinians Rugby. In the first two weeks they 

showed the kind of scoring prowess that this team has in their 

arsenal, winning the first contest 46-19 over league debutants 

Old Georgians, scoring 6 tries in the process. The dominant 

force in the game was the Tiffinian’s pack, and the beneficiary 

of this power in the scrum was number eight Jaewon Jang 

(2010), who notched a hat-trick from three pushover tries. Also 

impressive was the number of young debutants who had an 

impact on debut, including Gav Griffiths (2018), Shayaan 

Mohajeri (2015) and Josh Graham (2014), a trio which are only 

recently removed from school rugby. 

In the second game of the season, the scoring didn’t slow, with 

OTs taking down the perennially tough Teddington in a 34-26 

encounter. Another 5 tries were scored on the day, including 

two from Man of the Match Ben Lawrence and two more 

coming from the forwards, but, worryingly several defensive 

lapses crept into Tiffs game, allowing a higher opposition score. 

However, despite the auspicious start for Tiffinians, the last 

couple of games have been tougher on the 1st team, with 

consecutive losses, firstly a close 17-16 contest to Battersea 

Ironsides, and secondly a more lopsided 59-18 loss to 

Warlingham, balancing out the record to 2-2. The latter game 

was a disappointing affair, with the score getting ugly due to a 

number of Tiffin injuries in the away fixture, and several key 

players away for personal reasons. 

In the 2nd team, fortunes have been similar. Despite a huge pre-

season tournament win at the KCS Old Boys’ 10s tournament, 

The 2nd XV have also had a typically asymmetrical opening to 

the year, having won and lost their opening two league games 

respectively. In the first game against London Media, held in a 

very drizzly Battersea Park, they scored an impressive 50 points, 

with Will Staples (2007), Tim Fawcett (2011) and Richard 

Sedgewick (2005) all getting on the scoresheet and the backline 

being marshaled well by Angus Watkins (2014). 

  

A week later, in much more favourable conditions, the roles 

were unfortunately reversed. On the same pitch on which they 

had won the pre-season tournament a fortnight before, the 2nd 

XV went down in a tough affair to KCS Old Boys.  With a few 

returning lads, many of whom hadn’t had the luxury of a full 

preseason regimen, there were still a few kinks to be buffed out 

of the side, and it resulted in a frustrating day, with some 

avoidable tries making the difference in a 34-12 KCS victory. 

Despite the uneven start for both sides, there are high hopes 

for the season, with new captain Thomas Carvill confident of 

success: “Despite a few disappointing results, It’s been a really 

positive opening month of the season, with lots of tries and lots 

of debutants. As we head into October we’ll be focusing on the 

positives, but also trying to improve some of our weaknesses, 

particularly our concentration, and the defence.” 

Old Tiffinian Football Club  

The summer is always a busy time for the Old Tiffs 

administrators. Aside from the usual re-submitting forms, 

applying for league and cup affiliations, our annual 6-a-side 

tournament and organising pre-season fitness training down at 

Grist’s, we’ve had a particularly exciting few months with the 

launch of our new website, as well as a new 5th XI. 

Those of you involved with anything linked to amateur football 

may have experienced that seamlessly ‘going digital’ isn’t a very 

common outcome. The processes that exist within the Amateur 

FA and wider league structures have also been made slightly 

more complicated with the advent of GDPR as well. We set out 

to relaunch our website to give our players and fans the best 

user experience possible, making sure we stayed compliant 

with all the new regulations. While we may not be the most 

successful football club on the pitch, lay down the gauntlet to a 

group of tech-savvy Tiffinians to relaunch www.otfc.org.uk and 

they’ll rise to the challenge. 

The really exciting updates are now 

the ability to register as a player or 

a supporter through the website 

and pay membership fees – a lot 

more complex than you might 

think! To help mark this big step, 

the club has also launched a new 

supporter’s package this season for 

non-playing members of OTFC. The 

membership, which only costs £25, 

gives supporters a free OTFC scarf or tie, regular club 

newsletters, and invites to all club social events. We’d really 

appreciate any support from the wider Tiffinian community – 

it’s really rewarding to have a loyal following who are 

interested in staying in contact with the club beyond quarterly 

updates in TiffNews! See www.otfc.org.uk/join-us/ for more 

details! 

http://www.otfc.org.uk/
http://www.otfc.org.uk/join-us/


Our new 5th XI has been taking shape throughout the pre-

season process, finalised with our club development day on 

14th September with matches between all OTFC squads. We are 

especially grateful to the FA and the Football Foundation for 

providing us a grant, the news of which was covered by both 

Radio Jackie and the Surrey Comet. All 6 teams (including the 

Vets) will have kicked off their season by 22nd September and 

after a few canny summer signings and intra-club shuffles, 

we’re really positive about competing for promotion across all 

teams this year. We’re always looking for new players of any 

standard who are keen to play 11-a-side football so do get in 

touch if you or anyone you know wants to join our ranks. 

We’re also looking for a new caterer to provide food for our 

games at Grist’s and potentially for some wider socials. We’ve 

had a relationship with a pizza delivery company in the 

Hampton Court area for a few years, but are looking for 

alternatives. Email oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk if you think 

you can help. 

Finally, some dates for your diary: 

Saturday 10th November - Club Curry at Joy Indian, Surbiton 
Saturday 8th December - Club Xmas Dinner (venue tbc) 
 
Bring on the season ahead, and get in touch or sign-up for a 

supporters membership if you would like to get involved! 

Tom Nichols (2011), OTFC Club Secretary 

Tiffin Golf Society 

It’s been a great year for the Tiffin Golf Society with a clean 

sweep of every match and a convincing win in the Surrey 

Schools’ Old Boys tournament. That’s a total of 5 trophies that 

are now threatening to demolish Andy Raybould’s cabinet. 

 

The success is undoubtedly down to the skill of our players in 

the first instance but also down to the fact that we have been 

able to outnumber our opponents at every meeting. 

Membership is sound and the addition of two new players to 

our meeting at Cuddington was particularly pleasing. The 

Society is open to golfers of all abilities whether they be old 

boys of the school, members of staff, parents or current pupils. 

Do come and join us! Feel free to bring a friend. Our next 

meeting is at Guildford on October 9th, followed by the glorious 

Hindhead on October 18th.  

We are always ready to welcome new members so do drop 

me a line if you would like to join us. 

Fixtures Secretary: Martin Williams 
mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 
Captain: Andy Raybould 
Chairman: Allan Piggott 

 

School News 
Tiffin School Leavers’ Celebration 2018 

Sir Anthony Seldon, Vice-

Chancellor of the University of 

Buckingham, ex-Head of 

Wellington College and 

political author presented the 

prizes at the event.  He gave 

an entertaining speech in 

which he told the 2018 leavers 

that from now on they must 

be organised and in charge of 

their own lives (including their 

washing). He said that they 

should remember that their 

time at Tiffin had set them up well for the future and that they 

would probably find that the best friendships they made at 

school will still be there in 40 years’ time. 

Tiffin School Sixth-Form Drama Production 

The Tiffin Drama Department invite you to this year’s sixth-

form production of The Ladykillers by Graham Lineham, 

running from 15-18 October 2018 at 7.00pm in the Drama 

Studio. 

 
 

The Ladykillers is a classic black comedy; a sweet little old lady, 

alone in her house, is pitted against a gang of criminal misfits 

who will stop at nothing.  Posing as amateur musicians, 

Professor Marcus and his gang rent rooms in the lopsided 

house of sweet but strict Mrs Wilberforce.  The villains plot to 

involve her, unwittingly, in Marcus' brilliantly conceived heist 

job.  The police are left stumped, but Mrs Wilberforce becomes 

wise to their ruse and Marcus concludes that there is only one 

way to keep the old lady quiet.  With only her parrot, General 

Gordon, to help her, Mrs Wilberforce is alone with five 

desperate men.  But who will be forced to face the music? 
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Tickets are £8.00 for adults and £5.00 for concessions.   

They are available to purchase at  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/event/269060 or 

by emailing boxoffice@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 

Productions by the Drama Department at Tiffin are always 

fantastic, so if you have never seen one before, then why not 

come along? 

Lucy Hughes, Head of Drama 

Tiffin School Sport Report 2017/18 

As a new school year begins, memories of the last begin to fade. 

However, the triumphs and tribulations that pupils and staff 

put themselves through week on week, in the name of Tiffin 

School, should not be forgotten.  

Tiffin’s rich history of sporting success has left some big boots 

to fill for those entering its gates for the first time in year 7. As 

sport moves forward with the use of technology, analysis and 

rule changes, so must those introducing it to young boys and 

girls who are willing to try their hand at something they may 

never have trialled before. The school sports circuit is now a 

breeding ground for elite performers and there is no denying 

the fact that independent schools more often than not turn out 

strong teams, helped by their ability to offer inviting 

scholarships to join their ranks. To stay in the same ballpark, 

Tiffin relies on the dedication of its volunteer coaches to 

supplement its sports staff to nurture young talent and harvest 

the already contagious enthusiasm that all Tiffinians seem to 

possess year upon year. History, German, Maths or Science 

teacher by day, but motivator, first aider, organiser and coach 

when called upon at lunch times, after schools and weekends. 

In addition, the invaluable effect of ‘gappies’, young alumni in 

a transition period of their lives who chose to work at Tiffin for 

a year or so, can be seen in all sporting sessions. 

Every year the aim of the sport department is to offer as wide 

an array of sports as possible without spreading itself too thinly. 

This year no different with relatively new Head of Games and 

Rugby, Andy Blackburn, encouraging participation for all, from 

those wanting to find a hobby to those looking for 

representative honours.  

Rugby at the top end in the 1st XV was tough and resulted in an 

average season. Some bright sparks in the season such as wins 

against Reigate Grammar, Haberdasher’s Askes and London 

Oratory to name a few were followed by frustrating 

performances and unfitting losses. Steps forward made, but 

injuries would always play their part in a relatively small senior 

squad towards the back end of the season. By contrast, the 

lower end of the school saw some great results, mainly because 

of an increase in numbers of boys involved in rugby squads, 

with B teams boasting benches of five and six across the year 

groups and the first and second years turning out D, E and F 

teams! The U13 and U12 teams look particularly strong, 

boasting great win percentages. With the continuing push for 

more involvement from the increasing numbers of boys joining 

each year, the future looks bright for Tiffin Rugby. 

 

Badminton and Basketball feature well. Both are giving pupils 

an indoor option in the cold winter months. Badminton fielded 

a good senior side with as many wins as losses and some good 

displays witnessed by boys in the lower years in their respective 

London Youth Games entries. Basketball went well, with a 

special mention going to the U14 side who were 8-1 for the year 

culminating in an outstanding 73-71 Surrey Cup Final win 

against Coombe Boys. The addition of table tennis as a 

competitive option has resulted in the discovery of pupils 

performing at county level and above in some cases. Successful 

entries into regional tournaments has only worked to 

encourage further pupil involvement. 

Cross Country continues to be a true jewel in the Tiffin crown 

with the 17/18 season peppered with individual and team 

achievements. Wins in the Year 7, juniors, intermediates and 

seniors at the boroughs gave Tiffin the Grand Slam with other 

achievements including Surrey sub mile relay and senior Surrey 

league. A very successful year indeed! 

Rowing offered to the boys from year 9 (third form) remains a 

positive option for boys who have struggled to find their niche 

in the first two years of school and turns out competitive sides 

given the time and resources at hand. It remains an outstanding 

fact that we are one of only a handful of state funded schools 

that offer rowing and are competitive at meets. 

Cricket, our major summer sport, has mirrored the rugby 

season in many ways. It was a disappointing 1st XI season even 

with its captain scoring an impressive 800+ runs at an average 

close to 70. The recurring theme of the lower years performing 

brilliantly continued in the cricket with the U12s showing real 

promise and the U15s reaching the Surrey cup final only to lose 

out narrowly to Trinity school Croydon. The stars of the year 

were the U13 side, cruising to victory in the Surrey Cup final 

against Trinity School Croydon and winning the Rokeby 6 a side 

competition. They are a very complete and balanced side, 

which have the potential to be exceptional if they continue 

improving at the rate they are. Exciting times ahead! 

With additional casual sport options throughout the year 

offered to the pupils such as hockey, lacrosse, frisbee, softball 

to name a few, pupils are able to at least try their hand at 
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something they may not have tried before and at the most 

dedicate their time to something they can be competitive. 

There may be no allowance made for boys entering the school 

who have ‘recognised’ sporting prowess, but that does not 

mean that skilled operators do not arrive by chance. Two of last 

year’s rugby 1st XV have made the Surrey U20 squad, two 

current senior players are in the U18 squad, three junior boys 

are in Surrey rugby squads, seven lower school boys are in the 

Surrey cricket set up and numerous players in regional sides, a 

county runner, a county tennis player, two county hockey 

players and the list goes on. All this without mentioning the GB 

fencer, GB volleyball player, GB canoer and GB sailor we have 

amongst are our boys. 

We strive to continue to provide opportunities for all students 

to find something that they might enjoy and with that the 

atmosphere and conditions to nurture talent and give them the 

belief that sport beyond school might be more than just a 

casual Sunday kick about and that anything is possible.       

Kaps Balasubramaniam, Sports Master 

Tiffin School Sports Day 2018 

The annual Sports Day at the Weir Archer Athletics and Fitness 

Centre (formerly the Kingsmeadow Athletics Centre) is always 

a huge event as it’s the final house competition of the year. This 

year was no exception with houses jostling for position on the 

House Championship leader board. 

With eight houses competing this year, there were more 

opportunities for competitors to excel against their peers. The 

Year 8 school record for 300m was broken with the impressive 

time of 41.4 seconds.  

Going into the 4x100m and 4x400m relays there was still 

everything to play for as Churchill-Gordon and Kingsley-

Montgomery could not be separated on points. Even though CG 

had success in the relays and on the track throughout the 

afternoon, KM had done enough in the field to secure the 

Athletics Trophy with 389.5 points. This was only 2 points ahead 

of Churchill Gordon on 387.5 points. Darwin-Willberforce 

inished third with a respectable 319 points.  

 

 

 

 

Tiffin School Cross Country 

Early success for Tiffin School at Charterhouse, Surrey! 

 

 

 

An intrepid squad made its competitive season’s debut at the 

highest caliber, Greater London and Surrey medal match at 

Charterhouse.  Awaiting the Tiffin competitors were a wide 

ranging and strong set of schools such as John Fisher, RGS 

Guildford, Eton, Harrow, Oxted and the hosts. Not only were 

the teams the strongest that the area could offer, there was the 

small matter of the (in) famous Charterhouse Hill. This is a 

vertiginous over 100m, seemingly vertical, scarp slope climb 

placed, handily, 600m from the finish.  

The first Tiffin athlete to surmount this obstacle in a race 

competed in the Year 9 and younger section, our competitor 

smashing his own best over the Junior 2.2 mile course and 

coming forth in this section. The older teams (inters and 

seniors) had the strongest looking squad we’ve had at this 

event, this millennium. Their two-lap course had the dubious 

pleasure of cresting the summit of the hill twice. The seniors 

showed typically leading efforts. They placed well within the 

top dozen in their section of the over 60 strong race. This placed 

us as 7th school in the oldest male section.  

The team effort of the day was from the Intermediate boys of 

year 10 & 11. The Tiffin student led the field at one stage and 

looked strong until a slight misunderstanding with a fellow 

(senior section) competitor and a tree root left him impeded. 

He still struggled on manfully despite having the monster hill to 

climb twice and heroically held on to a magnificent third place, 

despite having an ankle injury that left him hobbling after the 

race. Another Tiffinian regained the individual title the School 

won last year. Fabulous efforts by two others closed out our 

scoring four. It was unusual in that the fifth athlete in the team 

had a vital part to play. The scores would have been tied at 28 

each (we would have been placed second on count back ) had 

he not beaten the 4th scorer from Guildford  by one place, 

securing the Intermediate Title by the narrow margin of one 

point from second and a further five points back to a close third 

in a hard fought event.  

Next year with the sixth form having a co-educational intake we 

anticipate competing with the Home Counties in all four section 

of the race with our first attempt at the girls’ event firmly on 

the cards. 

 



Cross country Achievements 2017-8: 
Seniors Surrey League Champions, Surrey Sub-mile Relay 

Champions - Borough Champions 

Borough Intermediates (Year 10&11), Juniors (Year 8&9) 

and  Year 7 - the grand slam of Borough titles  

Hampton 24 Minute Run Juniors, 1st  

Seniors Charterhouse - 3rd 

Hampton 24 min run - 3rd   

Kings Trophy, 8th School in South East 

Haskell Cup, 12th School in South East  

St Albans Relay, 9th School in south East  

Tiffin School Judge Cup, 5th in South East  

Knowle Run, 14th School (national long course)  

King Henry VIII, 16th School (national relay)  

Robin Shaw, Tiffin Cross Country Coach 

Tiffin School Boat Club [TSBC] 
 

 
 
TSBC continues to grow its numbers with the continued 

demand for places from both the boys and girls schools. Such is 

the demand that we will shortly be purchasing two new boats - 

one quad purchased by the School and one double with funds 

raised by the Parents’ Committee. Please email 

development@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk if you wish to join our 

band of fundraisers. We will be naming our new quad "Spirit of 

'65" after the tremendous efforts of the Tiffin crew that made 

the Henley Final of that year and who continue to support the 

Club. We expect one or two to attend our boat naming in 

January next year. 

Alex Di Luzio, Head of Rowing 

Tiffin School Music  

Following fantastic performances at the Choir Concert and 

Founder’s Day at the end of the Summer term, Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

finished their year with a trip to Norfolk and Ely, where they 

performed alongside the Gabrieli Consort in a CD recording and 

an enormous concert in Ely Cathedral. The sound was 

absolutely incredible, made up of 200 young singers, a 50-

strong professional choir, a large orchestra, and a band of 

military brass who performed from halfway down the nave. Led 

by conductor Paul McCreesh and narrator Simon Russell Beale, 

the musicians strung together a recreation of a coronation, 

complete with music performed at the four twentieth century 

coronations and a spellbound audience taking the part of the 

Westminster Abbey congregation. The CD will be released at 

some point over the coming year. 

 

On Saturday 8th September, the Oratorio Choir, alongside the 

Boys’ Choir and the Children’s Chorus, ran a Come & Sing event, 

directed by Ralph Allwood. An extremely exciting performance 

of Faure’s Requiem and Vivaldi’s Gloria was put together in a 

very short space of time and performed to an exceptionally 

generous audience. This event was held in aid of the Choir Tour 

Fund, which will go towards the Boys’ Choir’s tour of Croatia 

next July.  

On Sunday 16th and Tuesday 18th September the Boys’ Choir, 

Tiffin Children’s Chorus and Tiffin Girls’ School performed 

alongside the London Symphony Orchestra and Sir Simon Rattle 

in two performances of Britten’s Spring Symphony at the 

Barbican. This was incredibly exciting, especially as it was the 

first time some of the year 7 boys had performed while at Tiffin. 

The chorus of children was so large that half of the children 

sang from the aisles, directed by LSC Chorus Master Simon 

Halsey. The concert was recorded for broadcast in over 40 

countries, and received some fantastic reviews. Possibly the 

most enthusiastic was Simon Rattle himself, who turned to the 

children at the end of the final rehearsal and said, ‘Tiffin, you’re 

absolutely stupendous’. If you’d like to listen to the concert, it’s 

available here. The boys were singing in the second half, and 

you can hear them from about 1hr25 in, until the end. 

 

Instrumental lessons and ensemble rehearsals have now 

begun, and our Introduction to Musical Instruments Week is 

drawing to a close, with a huge number of Year 7 boys coming 

to try out different instruments. Oratorio Choir rehearsals are 

in full swing, and the choir is this term working towards a 
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performance of Verdi’s Requiem on 25th November. Rehearsals 

are on Wednesdays 7-9pm in the Main Hall and are open to 

everyone. 

Looking ahead, we have some fantastic productions coming up: 

the school production of Oliver!, will run between the 11th and 

14th February 2019. Tiffin boys are also singing in three operas 

this season: Carmen and Queen of Spades at the Royal Opera 

House, and La Boheme with English National Opera. The Boys’ 

Choir are heading to Berlin in November to perform a concert 

in the Berliner Dom on November 10th to mark the centenary 

of the end of the First World War. They will be singing alongside 

the Berlin Staadts-und Domchor, Les Petits Chanteurs de St. 

Francois de Versailles, and the Children’s Choir of the Viktor 

Popov Academy of Arts in Moscow.  

 

Tiffin Oratorio Concert 

The Oratorio Choir will perform Verdi’s Requiem on Sunday 

25 November 2018 in the School Sports Hall, joined by the 

Brandenburg Symphony Orchestra and professional soloists, 

as well as the Tiffin Boys’ Choir, Tiffin Children’s Chorus and 

the Choir of Tiffin Girls’ School.  In addition to well over 100 

boys who rehearse during the school day, the Oratorio Choir 

has around 150 adult singers (current and ex-Tiffin parents, 

teachers, friends, family) who rehearse weekly at the school 

on Wednesday evenings.   
 

 

Other upcoming 2018 events to note include: 

18th Oct, 5.45pm Evensong for the Feast of St Luke, St 

Luke’s Gibbon Road, Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

18th Oct, 7pm       Year 7 Inter-form Choir Competition 

6th Nov, 7pm Piano Competition Final, Walden Hall 

10th Nov, 7.30pm Britten’s War Requiem, Cadogan Hall, 

Thames Philharmonic Orchestra/Bate & 

Tiffin Boys’ Choir 

25th Nov, 7pm Oratorio Concert, Verdi Requiem, Sports 

Hall, Tiffin Oratorio Choir, Tiffin Boys’ 

Choir, Tiffin Girls’ Choir, Tiffin Children’s 

Chorus 

19th Dec, 7pm Tiffin School Evening Carol Service, 

Kingston Parish Church, KT1 1JP. Please 

email TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk if you 

wish to reserve tickets. 

For tickets, please contact Fleur Smith in the Tiffin Music 

Department at fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk 
 

 

 

  De Mortuis 

Professor Alastair John Bellingham CBE 

[1956]  

Alastair died on 4 December 2017 aged 79.  He was born in 

1938 in South West London, the 

eldest of four children.  Alastair 

knew at the age of eight that he 

wanted to be a doctor and after 

leaving Tiffin School and being 

the first in his family to go to 

university, he attended 

University College Hospital 

Medical School and graduated 

MBBS in 1962. 

Alastair married Jill, also from South West London, in 1963 

and they had three sons, James, Richard and Paul. 

Apart from a post at the University of Washington in 

Seattle from 1969 to 1970, Alastair’s early medical career 

was at University College London (UCL) Hospitals, 

becoming a consultant haematologist in 1971.  At the age 

of 36 he was appointed to the Chair of Haematology at the 

University of Liverpool and Honorary Consultant to the 

Royal Liverpool Hospital in 1974.  Although his research 

was largely focussed on red cell disorders, he was involved 

in Liverpool in the care of patients with all types of 

haematological conditions, including many with leukaemia 

and lymphoma.   

In 1984 Alastair was attracted back to London and took up 

the post of Professor of Haematology and Head of 

Department at King’s College School of Medicine and 

Dentistry.  The family moved to Beckenham, Kent.  At 

King’s he started to transform the discipline of 

haematology and in particular he had a major impact on 

the care of sickle cell disease, notably in the Caribbean 

communities of South London. 

He became President of the British Society of Haematology 

(1992-1993).  His interest in the fostering of international 

relations was reflected in his appointment as Vice-

President, European and African Division of the 

International Society of Haematology (1992-95). He was 

passionate about teaching, training and support for those 

coming into haematology and was a good mentor.  He will 

also be remembered for the camaraderie and loyalty he 

inspired among his medical, nursing and other colleagues. 

From 1993-1996 Alastair was President of the Royal 

College of Pathologists and was awarded the CBE in 1997.  

Unfortunately Jill, who had supported him and the family 

throughout his career, died later that year. 

His early interest in information technology and its 

potential benefits to medicine (as well as awareness of the 

challenges it posed) led to him becoming Chairman of the 

NHS Information Authority (NHSIA) from 1999-2005. 
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In 2002 Alastair married Julia and enjoyed semi-retirement 

in Wiltshire and London.  A great Francophile, his interests 

also included cricket, tennis, squash, photography, 

ornithology, wine (usually French) and viticulture, 

producing a range of interesting if sometimes unusual 

wines in Beckenham and Wiltshire. Those who knew him 

best would add to a list of his many talents his organisation 

of memorable parties and social evenings.  A devoted 

family man, he will be much missed by his wife, Julia, his 

three sons and three grandchildren. 

Brian Leonard Cottee [1955] 

On leaving Tiffin School Brian studied 

History and Economics at Peterhouse, 

Cambridge.  He had a long a career as 

a schoolmaster, teaching History and 

Economics in comprehensive schools 

in Bristol and Shropshire then 27 years 

at Theale near Reading. A life-time 

avid reader, Brian kept notes on all 

books he read. He joined the London 

Library when in Shropshire. As well as teaching 

responsibilities Brian participated fully in school life- visits, 

dramatic and musical productions, staff sports events, and 

was founder chair of the Theale Staff Investment Club. He 

possibly seemed a character from a different age- non-

motorist, cycling to school, growing vegetables on an   

allotment, avoiding contact with IT. He was a generously 

supportive husband to Jenny (they married in 1962) and 

her career in education, a good father to their sons, James 

and Christopher, and later an excellent grandpa to three 

grand-daughters (again a source of pride and delight). 

On retirement in 1998 Brian was able to spend time 

reading, amassing a vast collection of books CD and DVD. 

He studied the news and company reports to support his 

hobby of investments. His book collection reflects his 

boundless interests – railways, astronomy, art, political 

biography, crossword puzzles, jazz etc, his music collection 

equally catholic.  

Brian enjoyed and valued Tiffinian contacts over the years, 

attending events, hearing news and meeting up with 

friends and contemporaries.  

Latterly   Brian became less mobile, gave up his 

membership of the London Library, but kept up other   

interests.  He bore health problems stoically, dying on 9 

February 2018 in hospital after a six-week spell with 

various problems.  

The celebration of his life in March reflected Brian’s deep 

affection for the school: the display included an amusing 

collection of Tiffinian photos and memorabilia.  Friends 

and ex-colleagues talked of his sense of humour, jokes fun 

and enjoyment of life. School-friends Derek Wood and 

Roger Felsted reflected on what a big part school 

membership played in their lives in that post-war period. 

 

Ian Dow [1960] 

Ian Dow died on 24th January 2018 after a short illness. 

Ian lived close to the river in Kingston and always had a love 

for water and boats.  At School he was a founder member 

of the Gramophone and Model Railway Societies.  

He joined the fabled ‘golf set’ on Wednesday afternoons 

where he was transport manager driving fellow members 

to Home Park for a little outdoor relaxation on fine days. 

He was an active member of the Leander Sea Scouts.  

He continued his education at Southampton University 

before joining BBC Television. Ian 

became an Engineering Manager in 

BBC Television Outside Broadcast 

department where he was 

responsible for planning the entire 

technical operation for the event and 

for lighting the programme.  His 

engineering and lighting skills were 

quickly recognised and he worked on 

countless prestigious outside 

broadcasts - Royal Weddings, State 

funerals, National Events.  He was 

particularly admired for his lighting 

on Drama and Entertainment shows, 

many of these complex shows were 

in the open air where the elements 

can create havoc in a very few 

minutes.  Ian was known for his 

wonderful good humour in what 

were often difficult and tense circumstances.  In 2013 he 

was given the Enrico Caironi Lifetime Recognition Award 

for lighting excellence. 

Married life began in a flat in Sunbury, a village he lived in 

for the rest of his life. He entered fully into village life being 

on the PTA of his children’s school, organising the first 

school fair complete with marching band, starting the 

annual pantomime.  When his son joined the local Cub 

pack, Ian became an avid supporter, when he later joined 

the Leander Sea Scouts Ian was delighted to be involved in 

the movement again. 

Ian and his wife Carol had been members of the theatre 

group at Southampton University working backstage for 

the student productions, Ian lighting and his wife stage 

managing and so when their daughter joined the Riverside 

Youth Theatre they became involved.  Ian built a team of 

young people interested in the technical side of the 

Theatre, they learned to plan the lighting, rig for 

productions and operate the lighting board.  Ian shared his 

great skills and knowledge with enthusiasm which inspired 

his ’trainees’ to take on all the challenges of theatre 

productions, often with limited equipment and they soon 

learned that ‘almost good enough’ would not do.  Ian was 

a hard taskmaster but his humour, good nature and 

patience always achieved an excellent end result.  He 

always felt the importance of passing on his wide 



knowledge of television and theatre knowledge to the 

following generations.  

Ian was an excellent speaker and writer, he wrote for the 

LSi magazine, his popular Recollected Works column ran for 

10 years with 37 installments. 

He continued his love of sailing with his boat Jeannie which 

was sometimes used for fund raising but mostly to share 

and enjoy his love of sailing with others. 

Ian leaves his wife Carol and son Andrew together with his 

two grandsons, sadly he was predeceased by his daughter 

Emma.  He will be very much missed by his BBC colleagues, 

his scouting and sailing friends, the local community in 

Sunbury and all the young and not so young people that he 

inspired and trained with such good humour. 

Michael McCarthy (Mac) 12th July 2018 

Alan Christopher Ferne [1960] 

Alan Ferne (Alfie) died of heart 

failure on the 5th December 2017 

while snorkeling in the Red Sea 

Alan lived in Ashtead travelling to 

school on the 406 Green Line bus.  

He enjoyed a full life at Tiffin co-

founding the Gramophone, 

Photographic and the Model 

Railway Societies. He was a 

member of the choir and a 

violinist in Denis Bloodworth’s 

school orchestra, where at 

concerts he was ‘put in the row 

nearest the audience as he looked 

much neater than most of the 

other violinists!’ (to quote Dr. 

Bernard Lamb, a fellow form 

member).                 

Alan’s sporting activities were 

confined to the fabled ‘golf set’ on 

Wednesday afternoons.  

It was during his time at Tiffin that ¼” tape recording 

machines were becoming available for general use and Alan 

joined Michael McCarthy and Martin Norgate in 

experimenting with this ‘new medium’.  They recorded 

anything that made a noise; school concerts, oratorios, 

musicals, public speaking competitions, house drama 

competitions, house singing competitions…….  During this 

time Denis Bloodworth began writing music for the school 

plays which was initially played live by the school orchestra 

but as he became more experimental in his compositions 

with 12 tone scoring and attempting to create mystical 

soundscapes it became necessary to pre-record the music 

for replay at the performances. This requirement led Alan 

into experimenting with the creation of interesting sounds 

electronically, building complex circuitry to achieve the 

result and devising early ‘surround’ systems for playback in 

the School Hall.  Alan’s involvement with sound recording 

continued for the rest of his life. 

He went on to study Electrical Engineering at Bristol 

University and then joined the BBC in the Television 

Recording Unit.  At this time television programmes were 

being recorded on film with the new technique of recording 

on tape just emerging.  Alan oversaw the introduction and 

installation of these revolutionary new machines and over 

the next 31 years he was the ‘resident expert' in video tape 

recording and its various offshoots such as slow motion 

replay.  He worked with the manufacturers in Japan and the 

USA to improve the performance of their videotape 

machines in terms of quality and editing facilities.  He sat on 

several International Committees setting universal 

standards for television recording.  At a time when video 

recording standards were changing fast, Alan's Chartered 

Engineering expertise and his firm determination to achieve 

the very best quality in terms of picture and sound set the 

rugged and durable standards for video recording both for 

the BBC and all the other television broadcasters in the UK 

and Europe. 

In 1967 Alan and Michael McCarthy were recording the 

week long Farnham Music Festival for Young People in 

which Denis Bloodworth and the school orchestra were 

performing when they met David Fanshawe, a musical 

explorer and composer.  A couple of years later, after 

travelling across Africa recording fast disappearing tribal 

music, David asked Alan and Michael to edit and compile his 

tape recordings which were to become the heart of his 

choral work – African Sanctus.  For the next forty years Alan 

and Michael toured the UK and Europe setting up 

performances in Cathedrals, Churches, Concert Halls, Sports 

Halls, School Halls, Village Halls, Shopping Centres……, 

installing the appropriate equipment for replaying the tapes 

and amplifying the performers before taking part as the 

African element of the work by playing in the African tapes 

and mixing these with live choir, soloists musicians. 

Alan retired from the BBC in 1994 but he continued his 

sound recording activities including the production of two 

comprehensive Anthologies of Music.  His self designed, 

purpose built house had a large sitting room with a high 

vaulted ceiling and was often used for recording soloists, 

small orchestral ensembles, folk and pop groups.  His 

bedroom converted into a fully equipped control room on 

these occasions with a double glazed window looking into 

the ‘studio’. 

In 2002 at the age of 60 Alan married Kathy and they had 

ten very happy years together.  Kathy was from New Zealand 

and so they spent six months of each year in the UK and six 

months in New Zealand.  Sadly, Kathy died in 2012.  Alan was 

a much loved grandfather to Kathy’s three grandsons in New 

Zealand 

He continued to lead a full and active life, following his 

interests in travel, architecture, theatre, music, swimming 

and rambling. He was very active with Age Concern Epsom 

where he drove folk to hospital and clinic appointments in 



addition to carrying out DIY tasks for them. His many friends 

will miss his bright enthusiasm, his depth of knowledge and 

his ever present smile. 

Michael McCarthy (Mac) 12th July 2018 

Jonathan Henry Holden [2008] 

Jonathan, who had muscular dystrophy his whole life, passed 

away on 23 July 2018 after falling ill earlier in July. He joined 

in 7RS  from Wimbledon Chase Middle School and enjoyed 

his time at Tiffin. He went on to study product design and 

gained a very good degree at Southampton University.   His 

steely determination to produce his best, along with his wry 

sense of humour were two quite remarkable traits that I will 

remember from my years of teaching Jonathan. 

Robin Shaw, Chemistry Teacher 
 

Martin Norgate [1961] 

Martin Norgate attended Tiffin 

School, where he was known as 

Nugget, from 1953 to early 1961. 

As well as feeding his hungry 

mind, Tiffin provided many other 

activities: the Mathematical and 

Scientific Societies; all weather 

running and coxing the school's 

4th VIII; singing; photography and 

sound recording. He went on to Bristol University, with a 

state scholarship and a BP apprenticeship, and graduated in 

Physics and Maths (having studied music and Anglo-Saxon 

on the side!). 

Although a complete scientist at heart, Martin had no 

intention of following a conventional, narrow, career path. 

To say that his interests were wide, would be a huge 

understatement. He was interested in EVERYTHING, except 

for politics and religion. He rejected the offer of a research 

post to do a PhD in linguistics. I met Martin in Bristol on a 

post-graduate teaching course in maths in 1965, and we 

went out to Africa together to teach in a new secondary 

school in northern Zambia, on Lake Mweru. Martin proved 

to be a natural teacher, but he decided that museums held 

far more interesting possibilities as a career. Returning to the 

UK, he became a curator of local history, delighting in 

learning about any object that came his way; designing his 

own damask and weaving it on Jacquard machine looms in 

Dunfermline; researching clocks and clockmakers, maps and 

mapmakers ... the list is endless. He was appointed Director 

of the Scottish Museums Council in 1974, but he missed the 

hands-on museum work with objects that had lured him into 

the profession, so he carefully worked himself back down 

the career ladder. For Martin museums were fundamentally 

about objects. He became Museums Officer for Wiltshire, 

caring for a dozen small museums, and then registrar for 

Hampshire County Museums. Since childhood, Martin had 

always meticulously recorded everything he did. He taught 

himself to program computers. Museum documentation 

became his lifelong passion and he was at the forefront of its 

development, going beyond the recording of objects, to 

places, people and events. 

Martin had many talents. He could draw and paint. He made 

exciting wooden jigsaws and designed Christmas cards. He 

created beautiful 3D photomontage pictures. He had a great 

love of narrow gauge railways and made tiny trucks, 

buildings and scenery. He filled our 3 children's childhoods 

with cardboard cut-out models to make, he played the 

recorder and the Northumbrian Pipes. Above all, Martin 

loved to dance. He was a superb Scottish Country and 

Highland Dancer and would also sing for dancing, often in 

Gaelic. 

Home was important. We had always chosen interesting 

houses in beautiful places. In 2003 we retired to a house 

(c1600) in Longsleddale, a remote valley in the Lake District, 

and moved in with 5,000 books, hundreds of lever-arch files, 

shelves of home-made jigsaws, lots of railway stuff, the old 

furniture and rugs we had collected over the years, pictures 

and maps and Things. Martin built a garden railway and 

made a maze. We worked together on "Lakes Guides", a 

project allowing free, user-friendly, well-organised public 

access to transcribed historic guide books, thousands of 

scanned historic prints and maps, and the 55,000 digital 

photographs we took all over Cumbria.  

Martin died on 20th April 2018 at home, surrounded by the 

family he loved and who loved him, and grateful to have 

avoided hospitals. He is buried in the churchyard here. He 

has left a huge gap in our lives but also left a huge legacy of 

memories, ideas, and tangible things. Martin had never ever 

wasted his time, was always busy, with paper and pencil by 

the bed ready for new ideas right up to his death. "Carpe 

Diem" sums up his life, or perhaps the Tiffin School motto 

"Faire sans Dire".  

Jean Norgate (wife) 

Robert (Bob) G. Hill [1962] 

Bob sadly passed away on 

19 May 2018 only months 

after celebrating his Golden 

Wedding. 

Whilst at Tiffin and after 

leaving with the OTs, he 

played rugby, cricket and 

football. 

He was a bright pupil with a 

calm, analytical outlook on 

life  which he carried into 

his career with Barclays Bank where he rose to management 

of a Head Office Department. Sadly, his career was cut short 

by the onset of Multiple Sclerosis which forced his early 

retirement. 

This did, at least, allow him to spend more time with the 

focus of his life, his family-wife Sue, three sons and, 

eventually, seven grandchildren. 



He was the kindest and most considerate of men even during 

the long years of his ill health; no-one can recall him ever 

complaining. 

Cliff Roberts (1961) 

Thomas Ringham [1950] 

 

Tom died very suddenly in April 2018. He had suffered with 

Parkinson’s Disease for many years but had kept going 

amazingly. He left School in 1950 after winning the A.B.C. 

School’s Champion of Great Britain Boxing award.  

He was a very good swimmer and an enthusiastic school and 

Old Boys’ rugby player. He looked forward to the Old Boys’ 

Dinner each November, which he attended with Malcolm 

Hogg for many years. He is sadly missed by his wife, four 

children, grandchildren and two great grandsons. 

 

Peter Douglas Smith [1956]  

Peter passed away on 10 August 

2018. 

In his final years at school, Peter 

actually played for Esher and at 

one time gave up completely 

until he met his wife, June. She 

talked him into signing up for 

University Vandals, against 

whom he also played cricket. It 

was there that he was 

persuaded by Ken Ebenezer to come back to Old Tiffinians in 

the 1960/61 season.  He played until 1969 when, as he put 

it, his left knee “went for a burton”.  He took over as Team 

Secretary in 1977 and on several occasions managed to field 

seven, thanks to a lot of help from Barry Scanlon and the 

player exchange arrangements we had with the Old Surbs. 

After that, Peter became more or less a permanent fixture 

on the touchline and on the Committee, becoming both 

Chairmen and President of the Club.  And when the Club fell 

on hard times, it was down to his support and the efforts of 

the Committee that things vastly improved and the Club is 

now in a good condition. 

Many people were responsible for this but the guiding light 

was Peter. His contribution can perhaps best be summed up 

by an email received from Paul Armstrong who many will 

remember playing for us.  

“I remember meeting Peter for the very first time on a damp 

winter’s night in a pub (probably long gone by now) on the 

Portsmouth Road in Thames Ditton just around the corner 

from his home in Kings Drive. Many jars later and long after 

closing time he said “You play rugby, don’t you?” I did, but 

not often. Anyway, the next Saturday I was on the field. That 

was the start to a most enjoyable, close to twenty years 

association of playing rugby, and friendships that only began 

to drift away when I moved to Asia in 1988/89. My playing 

days are well over and my knees now creak, but I have very, 

very fond memories of Peter and all he did in and for the Club 

and for all of us who were its members, as well as his 

efficiency on the tours and his engagement on the touch 

line.” 

When the opposition were pressing on our line, Peter Smith 

could be practically guaranteed to go down with an injury, 

which would give us the chance to regroup and rethink our 

tactics or simply recover our breath. 

But, I suppose that Peter was most in his element when 

collecting, organising and recording everything on his 

clipboard. 

If you would like to make a donation to the British Heart 

Foundation in Pete's name, as requested by Pete's family, 

the OTRFC have set up a JustGiving page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/petersmithotrfc 

John Wright (1962) 

We regret also to announce: 

Peter George Smith (1962) passed away on 16 June 2018 

Dr Yatin Young (1981) Senior Consultant in anaesthetics for 

paediatric liver transplants, Aukland, New Zealand passed away 

in September 2018.  
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